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Parental involvement in school activities is one of the key factors that contributes to the development of the
educational process and creates a supportive school environment. This participation requires building a
strong partnership between the school and the family, which positively impacts students' performance.
Below is a plan and basic principles to empower parents to participate effectively in school activities.

Our Vision: Preparing an educated, independent, and capable generation of leaders who can keep up with a
constantly changing world, while adhering to ethical values and preserving heritage.

Policy: At the American National School, we believe in the importance of building a strong community
that provides parents with numerous opportunities to participate in school life. All parents are considered
valuable members of our school community. Children benefit most when we work in partnership with their
parents or guardians, as well as their extended families. Therefore, we are committed to continuous
dialogue with parents and caregivers to enhance our understanding of the needs of their children and to
support their families. When schools, families, and communities work together to support learning, it
ensures active parental involvement at all levels of the program, including the development and
implementation of school and district plans, as well as the implementation of school improvement and
district improvement actions.

Objectives:
1. Support parents as the primary and most important teachers of their children.
2. Encourage parents and caregivers to engage in school life and the education of their children.
3. Enhance learning experiences for all students.
4. Provide a partnership between home and school, ensuring families feel supported, welcomed, and

valued.
5. Ensure that the skills of all adults are maximized to enhance learning opportunities.

Agreement Between the School and Parents:

¢ The school requires all parents to sign an agreement between the school and parents before enrolling
their children and annually during re-registration.
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The agreement outlines the obligations of each party and obliges parents to accept all school
policies.

The agreement includes codes of conduct for parents when interacting with the school community,
as well as their commitment to ensuring that their children comply with the student behavior rules .

Engaging Parents in Their Children’s Learning:

1.

10.

Parent Guide: At the beginning of each academic year, every student receives a "Parent Guide"
that includes the school’s vision, mission, and values, as well as a brief description of the
curriculum and subjects. The guide also includes information on school timings, attendance, school
rules, health and safety guidelines, uniform policies, promotion and retention rules, behavior rules,
and more. Teachers and parents can communicate through a designated section in the guide.
Parent-Teacher Meetings: Parents are invited and encouraged to attend parent-teacher meetings,
held twice a year. During these meetings, parents meet with their children's teachers to discuss their
academic progress in all subjects.

Providing Timely Information to Parents: The school communicates regularly and frequently
with parents via WhatsApp, the school portal, phone calls, and emails.

Weekly Plans: Weekly newsletters are sent to keep parents informed about school news and the
curriculum.

Portal Platform: The platforms bring the school community together in one place, enabling
teachers and families to communicate and share learning experiences.

One-on-One Meetings Between Parents and Teachers: If any concerns arise regarding a student,
a meeting can be requested between the parent and teacher. A meeting date and time are set to
discuss the issues and agree on an action plan.

Regular Reports on Children’s Progress: Each child receives a report on their academic and
personal development after every assessment and semester.

Academic Counseling: The school provides guidance to students in Grade 3 and invites
universities to offer counseling regarding university admission requirements and the subjects to
study for each major.

Volunteer Opportunities: The school makes every effort to create opportunities for parents to
engage in school activities. Parents are informed through memos and invitations, and the school
encourages parents to share ideas and volunteer for events and activities.

Parent Surveys: An annual survey is sent to all parents to gather feedback on the quality of
education and services provided by the school, and to identify areas that need improvement.
Responses are collected, analyzed, and used as opportunities to improve performance, and are
typically included in the school improvement plan.

Engaging Parents in Their Children’s Well-being:

1.

Well-being: The school raises awareness among parents regarding its strategy and policies related
to well-being. Parents can also share their views to improve their children’s well-being at school
through participation in well-being surveys, in line with the school’s well-being policy and the
quality assurance policy issued by the Abu Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge
(ADEK).
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Healthy Nutrition and Food Safety: The school encourages parents to provide balanced and
healthy snacks for their children, with a focus on sustainable practices. Parents are informed of food
restrictions and items to avoid bringing to school, especially during events involving shared meals.
Mental Health Awareness: The school shares its student mental health policy with all parents and
ensures that counselors and teachers inform them of any identified counseling needs for their child.
This includes confidentiality requirements, parental consent, and the implications if parents refuse
to give consent. The school keeps parents informed about mental health education programs held at
the school and provides opportunities for their involvement.

Inclusive Environment for Students: The school informs parents of its inclusive admission
procedures, requests for medical assessments, and any limitations regarding the school’s ability to
accommodate students. Regular updates on their child’s learning progress are provided, and parents
are involved in decisions regarding any curriculum adjustments that may affect certificate
equivalency requirements.

Extra-Curricular Activities (ECAs): The school encourages parents to support their children's
participation in extra-curricular activities by providing activity schedules, related information, and
documentation to facilitate the registration process.

Vaccinations: The school facilitates access for healthcare providers authorized by the Department
of Health (DOH) to students for the implementation of the school vaccination program, in
accordance with DOH guidelines.

Emergency Medical Services: In emergencies, if parental consent is unavailable, the school nurse
informs parents of the need for medical intervention and takes necessary steps to ensure the
student’s safety.

School Bag Weight Limits: The school regularly reminds parents to adhere to the maximum
weight limits for student bags, in line with ADEK’s school health and safety policy.

Parental Engagement and Notification:

1.

2.

School Visits: The school provides opportunities for parents to visit the school, meet the principal,
teachers, and staff, and visit their children’s learning spaces (e.g., classrooms and other facilities).
Participation in School Events: The school makes every effort to create opportunities for parents
to engage in school activities. Parents are informed through memos and invitations. The school
encourages parents to share ideas and volunteer for events such as the UAE National Day
celebrations, graduation ceremonies, and sports competitions.

Governance: The school has a board of directors that includes at least one parent representative
with voting rights.

Fees: The school facilitates the payment of school fees approved by ADEK in a timely and
convenient manner, without imposing VAT.

Inspection Reports: The school ensures that its inspection evaluation reports are published on its
website and are accessible to parents.

School Records: When students transfer between schools within the UAE or abroad, the school
obtains parental consent before transferring any student information to third parties. The school
retains student records and ensures that parents receive copies of any reports provided to ADEK.
Student Protection: The school informs parents of its responsibility regarding student protection in
accordance with mandatory reporting requirements. Suspicious incidents (such as frequent absences
or a student’s sudden and unexplained withdrawal from school) are reported to the relevant
authorities as potential abuse cases. The school holds awareness sessions to enhance parental
awareness of student protection.
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8. Safety: The school informs parents of all requirements related to student and school safety, such as
issuing permanent entry cards, permits for third-grade students to move without accompaniment,
notifications of arrival and departure, pre-registering guests for school events, and protocols for
notifying the school of any changes in student pick-up arrangements.

9. School Calendar: The school shares the school calendar with parents once it is approved by
ADEK.

10. Inclusion: The school ensures equal opportunities for parents of students with additional
educational needs and parents of students of determination to participate in the school activities
mentioned above.

11. Notification of School Suspension or Closure: ADEK reserves the right to suspend the school’s
license as part of its escalation procedures. During periods of license suspension, re-licensing, or
cancellation, the school will notify parents as soon as a final decision is made. In cases of school
suspension or closure, schools will fulfill their legal and contractual obligations, refund any
outstanding fees, and provide relevant student reports and transfer certificates.

Annex 1: Home-School Agreement

Objective: At the American National School, we believe that children learn best when parents are aware
of, understand, and agree with the school’s goals. This agreement aims to strengthen the partnership
between the school and parents in supporting children’s learning.

School Commitments:

* Keeping you informed about the curriculum.

o Inviting you to attend parent information meetings and special events, including morning coffee
sessions.

o Encouraging your child to do their best in school.

¢ Informing you of your child’s academic progress during regular meetings.

¢ Sending age-appropriate homework regularly.

e Keeping you updated on school activities through email, newsletters, and event announcements.

e Contacting you if your child is sick or involved in a serious incident.

o Communicating with you if there are concemns about your child’s performance, behavior,
attendance, or discipline.

Parent Commitments:

o Ensure my child arrives at school before 7:30 AM, having had a good sleep, a suitable breakfast,
and wearing the school uniform.

e Ensure timely pick-up of my child.

¢ Inform the school of any concerns or issues that might affect my child’s learning or behavior.

o Notify the school if my child is absent, sick, or needs to leave early.

e Support the school’s policies and guidelines related to behavior.

e Attend parent-teacher meetings and other meetings regarding my child’s progress.

¢ Inform the school of any changes to emergency contact details or parent/caregiver email addresses.

o Respect the professional opinions of staff.

Student Commitments:
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Respect others' cultures, races, feelings, beliefs, and values.
Take responsibility for my actions.

Be kind and polite to everyone at school.

Act safely.

Ask for help when needed and do my best in everything I do.
Take responsibility for my homework and assignments.
Offer help when possible.

Follow school rules.

Ensure I take all school messages home.

Inform a staff member if I am worried or unhappy.

Take care of the school buildings, equipment, and facilities.

Together We Pledge:

Treat each other respectfully, assuming good intentions.

Put the students’ needs at the center of discussions and decisions.

Keep communication channels open, communicate respectfully, and be prepared to think about how
we can contribute to solving any problems.
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Section Details
Effective Date This policy will be effective as of August, 2025.
Approval/Authorization|Approved by: Dr. Denis Peters I

Title: Principal |

||Date of Approval: August 15,2025 |

Signature

Z

ispolicywill be reviewed annually, or as needed, to ensure compliance with

Review and Revision ; ;
changing regulations.
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